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Lately, there appear to be some “attention grabbers” in the headlines.  These headlines 
aren’t the ones you see in the Roanoke Times or Wall Street Journal, but headlines 
that are front page right here in our area; the closing of Bontex, the restructuring of 
HDT Tactical Power ( formerly Power Systems Inc) and proposed closing of county 
schools.  There are signage issues, solid waste and recycling issues; there are 
employment issues, not to mention every business is feeling the pain from the 
downturn in the economy; a pain that we are not alone in experiencing. 

Pointing out these local challenges, we are still surely one of the most blessed 
communities in the Commonwealth and maybe in the entire country.  We have three 
fine institutions of higher learning; two interstates that bring tourists and visitors to 
our county; the Virginia Horse Center; the Natural Bridge, and a quality of life second 
to none.  Having said that-if the tides aren’t changing, the winds surely are.  So again 
we ask the question, “Is anyone paying attention?”  The business community certainly 
is and they are also saying there are reasons for concern.  No, we aren’t saying it is a 
“chicken little scenario”, you know, saying that the sky is falling, but when you 
analyze  our local challenges – you realize that there are probably other concerns that 
warrant serious attention as well. 

So we ask the question -whose responsibility is it?  Is it the governments’?  Is it the 
business community’s?  Is it “special interest” groups’?  It is the citizens’?  Or does the responsibility fall on all 
of us?  Where will the leadership come from?  Where should it come from?  Who holds the cards?  Does 
anyone have the answers?   

At the Chamber, we would like to hear from you - hear your thoughts, concerns and feelings.  The world we 
live and do business in is not like the world from five years ago and probably not like the one from two years 
ago.  The way we used to do business may be gone forever, but that the Chamber is confident businessmen and 
businesswomen will find a way to work through these challenges and probably when it is all said and done, 
make our business community work better and more efficiently.   

Board of Directors 
& Staff  

Neal Lineberry, President 
Charlotte Sibold, Vice-President 

Buddy Derrick , Treasurer 
Karen Jackson, Ex-Officio 

Sammy Moore, Executive Director 
Lisa Markham, Promotions Manager 

Sharon Williams, Assistant to Director/
Membership 

Sherrie Higgins, Office Manager 
 

Chuck Barger, Charles W. Barger & Son 
Construction 

Cindy Campbell, The Palms 
Buddy Derrick , Derrick Enterprises 
Umesh Gandhi, Lexington Virginia 

Hotels, Inc. 
Tim Golden, Virginia Military Institute 

Jamie Grue, House Mountain Inn 
Janie Harris, James River Realty 

Wayne Heslep, Heslep & Kearney, P.C. 
Bob Huch, Southern Virginia University 
Siobhan Gilbride Lomax, Pumpkinseeds 

Suzanne Mayerchak, YMCA 
Tim Reamer, City of Buena Vista 

Mary Sayre, Sayre Enterprises 
Charlotte Sibold, Kendal at Lexington 
Margaret Ann Smith, Southlex Cattle 

Co./Smith Farms 
Joe Sokolowski 

Terry Swisher, Swisher & Davis, CPAs, 
PLC 

Katherine Truitt , Virginia Horse Center 

The Chamber, in partnership with the Buena Vista Economic Development 
Department, is sponsoring a series of workshops that we know will be of benefit to our members and hope are 
topics that will have larger appeal.  The first will be Thursday, March 18th from 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the 
Hampton Inn Col Alto.  The topic is “Marketing and Social Media”, a popular topic that has been discussed 
before but one that constantly changes and with different presenters we will see other perspectives.  David 
Fuller of the Virginia Department of Business Assistance has been instrumental in putting this program together 
and we thank him for his willingness to share his expertise.  The workshop is free but we ask that you respond 
to the office or email Sherrie at sherrie@lexrockchamber.com if you plan to attend. 



Lexington’s Fourth Annual Scots/Irish Heritage Festival will be held 
Saturday, April 10th, from 10am to 5pm at Maury River Middle School.  Weather permitting, the event will 
be held outside but will be moved indoors in the case of 
inclement weather.  The goal of the event is to present the culture 
of the Scots/Irish, and the lasting impact they made on the history 
of the Shenandoah Valley. 

The festival will start with a parade at 10am.  Attractions scheduled throughout the day will include 
Highland games demonstrations, Medieval Reenactments, vintage British Cars (weather permitting), music, 
entertainment, food and vendors that represent the culture and its importance to the Shenandoah Valley.  
Traditional food items, peat cooking and craft demonstrations will take place and be presented by some of 
the 20 vendors.   

The Virginia Military Institute Pipe Band of Lexington, 
Warpipe and Virginia Highland Pipes and Drums, both 
of Roanoke, and Shenandoah Valley Pipe Band will 
give pipe and drum performances.  The event will also 
include vocal performances by Mary Smith of 
Richmond, and Carl Peterson of Kutztown, PA.  Also, 
Cranruach, a group from Lexington, VA featuring John 
Morman and Diana Schofield will perform traditional 

Scots, Irish and Welsh music. 

Admission for the event is $5 dollars for adults, $3 for children (ages 6-16) and no fee for children under 
six. For more information about the event visit www.lexcelts.com or contact the Chamber of Commerce at 
(540) 463-5375 or by email at lisa@lexrockchamber.com.  All proceeds from the festival will go to support 
the Lexington Lions Club local and regional projects. 
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Please join us on Tuesday, March 
23rd for the March “Business After 
Hours” at the Rockbridge Area Free 
Clinic.  Tours of the clinic will be 
provided as well as the opportunity to 
learn more about the services they 
provide; medical, dental and 
pharmaceutical.  Also they want to 
make attendees aware of their future 
services with mental health and a new vision clinic.  So we encourage 
everyone to come out and learn more about the Free Clinic and the 
valuable services they provide for our community. 



Although snow is still on the ground, spring is just around the corner and we’re gearing up 
for the season.  Winter doldrums will soon be forgotten as we spring forward into our 
many special events. 

With spring in the air, many of us will be getting outside more often and we believe there’s no better place 
to do this than at home.  The businesses of Downtown Lexington will be launching a “Shop Local” 
program this spring “Try it & Buy it Locally in Lexington”.  The “Locally in Lexington (LIL) Program” 
will remind folks that spending money outside of the county supports the growth of other areas and 
benefits other communities…not our own.  For us all to prosper in these tough economic times, we must 
support one another.  So remember...find what you want and buy what you need “Locally in Lexington”.  
This spring, the Chamber also plans to help promote the “buy local” campaign with added support for the 
“Chamber Benefits Card” program.  The Membership Committee and Sharon are now looking into ways 
to help develop and promote the program more.  We know that “locals” make up our largest market. 

Customers have asked Downtown merchants for longer hours and for those hours to be when they are 
available to shop.  In an effort to give customers what they want, many merchants will be extending their 
hours.  So starting this spring through December, many stores will be open every Friday night until 6:00 
p.m.   Merchants want their customers to know that they do listen and are making these changes to 
accommodate them. 

Plans for the Lexington Farmer’s Market are in full swing.  It will remain in the McCrum’s parking lot 
and be open from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Wednesdays.  This year’s selling season is being extended from 
the third week of April through the Wednesday before Thanksgiving (November 24). 

March and April are full of big weekends which promise to bring a lot of people into the Downtown.  
VMI will be hosting the Military Championships/Outdoor Track and Field event on the same weekend, 
March 26-27, that the Special Olympics will be in town.  VMI estimates these two events should bring 
2000+ visitors.   Also that weekend, we hope to have our “Downtown Clean Up” day.  Plus that weekend 
is W&L’s Fancy Dress Ball which attracts national attention to our area and helps not only our retail 
members, but all the restaurants and hotels in the area.  Other big upcoming spring events include: VMI 
Environment VA Conference at VMI, two VMI Spring Reunions and W&L Alumni Weekend.  We will 
end, as we began - the snow will soon be gone and spring begins on March 20th and with it we know there 
will be longer and brighter days.  Remember “shop local” is a theme for everyday not just a certain season 
of the year. 
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The Chamber would like to thank everyone who supported and attended our 73rd  
Annual Dinner Dance on February 20th at W&L’s Evans Dining Hall.  Everyone in attendance 
appeared to have a great time.  W&L Dining Services did another great job of exhibiting their 
culinary finest with a little “Cajun” flair.  Graham Spice and “Louisiana Lagniappe” did an outstanding 
job of “New Orleans” style music and had people on the dance floor all night long.   Our many thanks to 
all the members who gave to our silent and live auctions and helped support our mission.  The committee 
felt the representation of items from the members might have been the best ever.               CONT. 
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The Chamber would also like to recognize and thank our corporate and event 
sponsors, not only for this event, but for their support of our mission throughout 
the year.  Our hearty thanks to this year’s corporate sponsors: BB&T Bank, 
Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital, CenturyLink, Hampton  Inn Col Alto 
and Washington & Lee University.  Our many thanks also to our event 
sponsors: Auto Recyclers, LLC, Charles W. Barger & Son Construction, 
Community Bank, CornerStone Bank, Essex Bank of Rockbridge, 
Nationwide/Huffman Insurance, The Main Street Group, Stellar One Corp. 
and SunTrust Bank. 
Again, a thank you to all the board members who gave their time to solicit items 
for the auction and another thank you to chairman Charlotte Sibold who helped 
see that every detail of the event had special attention and also to the committee: 
Karen Jackson, Suzanne Mayerchak, Alice Strecker, Alanda Tomlin, Faith 
Vosburgh and LauraJane Wilson, our heartfelt appreciation to each of you.  
Thanks to Dan & Kathleen Vance, Mary Sayre and Tim & Leah Golden for all 
the help that night keeping things running smoothly and to everyone “behind the 
scenes”.  A special thanks to Buzzy Reese for being our “live” auctioneer and 
Faith Vosburgh and “The Potting Shed” for making the tables have a “Mardi 
Gras” feel.   

 The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Chamber's “Business Individual of 
the Year” Award.  The 26th annual honoree was Taylor 
Woody of Woody Chevrolet.  As his plaque read “In 
recognition of his many years of service to the 
community, celebrating his success, dedication and 
commitment, civic leadership and the continuance of a 
successful family business.  His contributions have helped shape and define the 
community we value and enjoy today.”  Congratulations and continued success 
in the future to Taylor and family.  Plans are already under way to make the 2011 
event even better!  We hope you will want to join us!  
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Renewals 
 

Alvin-Dennis, Inc. 
Amedisys Home Health Care 

Bank of Botetourt 
Blue Ridge Physical Therapy 

Blue Sky Appraisals, LLC 
Compassionate Eating, LLC 

Derrick Enterprises 
Edward Jones Investments 
Fine Arts in Rockbridge 

Fox Hill B&B 
Harvey & Linda Galloway 

Goodwill Industries 
Haunting Tales-Lexington’s 

Ghost Tour 
Java 23 

Kjeld Johansen 
Koogler/Southerington Assoc. 

Lexington-Buena Vista-
Rockbridge Association of 

Realtors 
Lexington Coffee Roasting Co. 
Lexington Golf & Country Club 

Mathers Construction Co. 
Mill Creek Café 

Nationwide/Huffman Insurance 
Natural Bridge Exxon 

Peanut Butter & Jelly Emporium 
David Reynolds 

Rockbridge Area Habitat for 
Humanity 

Rockbridge Taxi Service 
Rockinghorse Doggie Daycamp 

Scott & Stringfellow 
Shenandoah Hardwood Lumber 

Co. 
Stellar One Corp. 

Sweet Treats Bakery 
The Cat & Owl Steak & Seafood  

Timber Ridge Auto Center 
VA Safari Park & Preservation 

Center 
Virginia Rural Water Association 

VMI Alumni Association, Inc. 
Wingate Inn 

Welcome New 
Members 

 

EyeOne 
 

Rockbridge Area League 
of Therapists 

 

Spring Thyme Lodge 
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