The Chamber would like to thank Jeff Williams, the “Friends of
Lexington”, Terry Shook and the staff of Shook-Kelly for all of their
work during a “three day visionary charette” that took place April 7- !
10th in Downtown Lexington. Many interested citizens, local officials $$" #$:,’l &(
and business owners attended the two evening sessions (Monday to s
learn about what would take place and Thursday to hear the results). L = 5
A varied group of citizens and business owners participated in the g
charette on Tuesday and Wednesday morning. Jeff and Terry did their R
best to contact as many people with a vested interest in downtown as s s
they could during the three day process. Terry and his team studied e
no less than four previous reports that had been done on the . #Il# ) &f,/
downtown and community over the last twenty years. As he stated in S0
his final report, a lot of good things had already been discussed and $0 0
put on the table over the years. A final report will be presented to city o )) 33
council. A “blue ribbon” committee was suggested to help expedite the " s G
future of the project if city council is to move forward with the project. # _
The scope of the final report was mainly on the east side of Main » %
between Nelson and Washington, even though entrance corridors, e
from North, South and East were deemed as critical also. The g 1s%
Chamber is proud to have assisted in promoting this project and looks )
forward to seeing what role it can play in any future development for 3
. $ #
the downtown. Again, our many thanks to the team of Shook-Kelly, .
Jeff Williams and the “Friends of Lexington” for their efforts. # )
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It seems like only yesterday that a few Chamber members sat
around a table and thought about what a great idea it would be to have
a Chamber Golf Tournament. Doing it in early Spring created a few
challenges with the weather, but since moving it to the second Monday
in June we have been very fortunate.

This is one of the Chamber’s major fundraisers for the year so
we would like to thank you ahead of time. You, our supporters, whether
your business is a Corporate/Event sponsor, a hole sponsor or a team
sponsor, are the key to the success of this event. We would like to thank Base-X Inc., for being our
major Corporate sponsor again this year. CONT.
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Committee Dates

Board of Directors !

Tues., May 13 Office 4:00pm Our many thanks to the Lexington Golf and Country Club, for

Executive
Thurs., May 8 Office 8:30am working with Chair Rick Cruze and the committee to help make this
Govemnment Relations event better for all participants. The format is like previous years. We
Tues., May 13 Office 8:30am . .
Strategic Planning ask that all teams and players sign in between 10:30 and 11:30am and

Tues., May 20 Office 8:30am be ready for the shotgun start at noon. There will be three flights, with

Quality of Life - : - :
Fri., May 18 Office 10:00am prizes awarded for closest to the hole, longest drive, etc... A dinner will

Membership follow with prizes awarded and winners recognized at that time. Teams

LTS szo'i;tgizi/ce 415pm | may be comprised of four men or women or mixed to compete in a
Tues., May 13 Office 9:30am handicap captain’s choice, best ball format (flights by handicaps will be

Retail Promotions done by the pro). In this world of ever increasing costs, we are able to

Lex. Busin&g g[e)velopmem maintain the same entry fee per team of $360 thanks to the efforts of

Tues.., May 6 Office 8:30am LGCC. An application is enclosed in this month’s issue of Doorways .

BV Retail Development .. .
Wed., May 21 Pandit Books 8:30am We look forward to a great day and we solicit your help in

making it one. It is a fun day and affords the membership a great

networking opportunity in a relaxed setting. So clean off those spikes, get ready to tee 'em up and
we will see you on June 9th.

$ 0

Just a reminder to the membership that our Annual Meeting is tentatively
set for Monday, June 23rd. As more details are firmed up, we will publish
updated information on our website. We will also have complete details in our
next issue of Doorways.
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We are very fortunate to have two “Business After
Hours” again this month sponsored by two distinct
businesses in two different locations.

Please join us on May 7th as we visit a new
member to the community and Chamber, Thomas Akers
of Pedlar’s Child Art Studio and Gallery at 2077 Magnolia
Avenue, Buena Vista. We look forward to visiting the

gallery and seeing his diverse work.

On the 22nd, we will be the guests of The Potting Shed located at 740 N. Lee Highway,
Lexington. After having a successful business in downtown Lexington, Faith & John Vosburgh
moved their business to a new location last year. They have invited us to come and see the new
Potting Shed. We hope everyone will try to attend both of these networking events. BAH times are
5:30pm-7:30pm.
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Spring is here and along with the beauty of the season it appears activities are picking up.
Reunion Weekend, sidewalk sales, graduations and horse center events help at a much needed
time. Lisa has done an incredible job in her first month, from trying to meet with all the downtown
merchants, producing a newsletter and gathering information for the new kiosk at Elrod Commons at
W&L. We would like to thank all of those who are currently participating on the kiosk and invite

others who did not make the deadline to stop by and see it. We felt it was
key to have it placed before school let out to see it's effectiveness. Please
don't forget the Lexington Farmer’s Market opens on Wednesday, May 7th
and will be open until October. We understand the market is overflowing
with vendors and we encourage everyone to come and support it.

The downtown committees were very busy working with the “visioning
charette” that took place in April. The Retail Promotions committee is
looking towards the summer and especially the busy 4th of July weekend
and is already discussing Christmas promotions. One of the biggest items
to come from this committee was the revisiting of the Friday Night Lights
concept of a few years ago. We are encouraging every downtown business

to stay open until 8:00pm on the first Fridays of the month beginning June 6th. The committee is
looking into ways to grow the concept, but wanted to have the commitment and the merchants to
extend their hours. The Chamber will promote the concept through ads and press releases.
Entertainment will be added later, but merchants planning on staying open could provide some kind
of refreshments to shoppers, showing them our downtown hospitality and charm.

Another project that is being considered very seriously based on Lisa’s visits with many
merchants, is bringing back the Hello Lexington program. Conversations have already begun with
those involved in the process in the past. We hope by next month to be able to report that the
program will be up and running. Stay tuned! In closing, Lisa has enjoyed meeting the merchants
and appreciates the honesty, concern and appreciativeness that she has been shown.
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The Kiosk is coming to Buena Vista! We plan to have the state
of the art advertising system in place by Memorial Day in time for the
summer activities at Glen Maury Park. We hope that every business
will see the potential of this market and will participate. It will be
placed at the park through the summer and at various locations
around town the rest of the year, including SVU and downtown. If you
wish to participate or would like additional information contact Sharon
Williams at the Chamber 540-463-5375.

The Zerbini Family Circus will be at Glen Maury Park on May 5" from 5 PM to 7:30 PM.
The big tent features female ringmaster Melody Zerbini.

Buena Vista will be a happening place with many activities and something for everyone on
Friday, May 16th. The merchants will host “Fast Fridays” with extended retail operating hours
offering a variety of food and merchandise. Antique cars from the Klassic Kar Nutz club will line
21° Street for their “Cruise In” from 6 PM to dark and 3WZ Radio will be broadcasting CONT.
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live from Frank’s For The Memories until 8 PM. Starting Friday, May
16", Vista Links Golf Course will begin hosting Golf Mixers. The 9
hole events will tee off at 5:30 PM each Friday thru September.

Glen Maury Park will present the first “Friday’s in the Park”
with “The Worx” on May 23" from 6 PM to 8:30 PM. Bring your
blankets and lawn chairs for a rockin’ good time.
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After eleven years of the Rockbridge Food & Wine Festival we didn’t miss a
beat downsizing the name to the First Annual Rockbridge Wine Festival. It looked,
felt, sounded and tasted the same! The crowd was abundant, the weather was
great and after all was said and done, “a great time was had by all.” This year we
are looking for more of the same. Plans are already in place with food vendors,
wineries and entertainment. At press time the committee is exploring many ideas
to make the event better, from location placements of vendors to various forms of
entertainment, to utilizing the entire Lime Kiln facility. More information will appear
in upcoming issues of Doorways.

We will have some old and new vendors, wineries and entertainment. Next
month’s Doorways will give you an update on what and who to expect. Mark your calendars now for
September 6th!!!
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What a difference a day makes!” Well it surely did this year with the weather. A year ago it
was like a cold day on the Scottish coast, this year brought us sunshine and Irish spring- like
weather. The crowd seemed to appreciate it with a 50% increase in attendance over last year.

Our thanks goes to many. A special thank you to Phillip Thompson (principal) and everyone
at Maury River Middle School for all of their help.

There was a last minute location change due to

a scheduling conflict at Washington & Lee. With

the help of everyone at the school, RARO and

the RCHS Lacrosse team, we were able to

move the event to MRMS. It was a great

location! We would like to thank the Lexington

Police Department for their help with the parade

that kicked off the event. We would also like to

send a special thank you to W&L for their

support in many areas to assure the success of the event. Chairman John Morman and his wife
Mary Jo are to be commended for all of their hard work on looking after every detail of the event. To
the Lexington Lions Club for their hard work, vision and what this event can and does mean to this
community, a hearty congratulations. We know that there are already many conversations and
plans for year number three taking place. We hope to see you there!



.0 1 * 1

<22 =%$5 287

YippeeO is offering a new membership service Leeja Enterprises
opportunity to all Chamber members. YIPPEEO LLC Nationwide/Huffman
is providing totally free websites that will create a network with local Insurance Agencies
consumers. These sites bring vitally new and promising free advertising (Finley Waddell)
tools for reaching our community. Your business contact information, Rockbridge County
hours of operation, and a short overview of your business are provided, as Livestock Advisory
well as a link to your new website complete with the Chamber of Committee

Commerce Member seal. YippeeO business sites allow you to showcase
your daily /weekly/monthly specials, services, menus, etc. and you can

even create coupons that customers can print-clip-and use — all Arby’s of Lexington

changeable in minutes — and all free. The site can be accessed by going Bierer's Pharmacy

to www.lexrockchamber.com. Blue Ridge Animal Clinic, PC
Our goal is to encourage local consumers to come again and again Blue Ridge Publishing

to see “what’'s new” on your ever changing web page. Encouraging other Bookery LTD

businesses, as well as your friends is very important to the success of the Campground at NB

Carter Bank & Trust

program. There will be opportunities in May and throughout the summer Charles W. Barger & Son

to attend “introduction sessions” to learn how the service works and to

X k g ) > Construction
sign up. Over a dozen businesses signed up after the first training Columbia Gas of Virginia
session in April. If you cannot attend, go to www.lexrockl.com and click Comcast Communications
sign up and follow the instructions. Community Bank
Computer Doctor, LLC
" 3 45 Derrick Enterprises

Drs. Ellington & Pickral M.D.
Econo Lodge

Just a reminder that plans are being made for this fall's, “This is ERA Premier Partners

Rockbridge” program. This program has been very successful over the ~_Farm Credit
last few years and we look forward to presenting it again. Our thanks to T 2™MS FPr fg'es'gnDzz'imr']ng' Inc.
the many who help us with this beneficial program. Again this year, it is an H20 Un”miteg
eight week commitment (beginning October 1st for the opening social/ Heritage Hall Healthcare and
reception). The program begins in earnest on October 8th and ends on Rehab

i i . . House Mountain Inn
November 19th. You can contact the office for more information or if you Lexington Art Gallery
would like to sign up. We look forward to another successful session. Lexington Lions Club

Progress Press
Randy Hostetter Excavating,

"4 $ %>' 3 LLC
RE/Max - Lori Sadler
Many thanks to Chris and staff of Rockbridge Weekly
, . . . Shenandoah Environmental
McCoy’s Deli for hosting one of our April Management
Business After Hours on the 10th. Everyone Short Chiropractic Clinic
was treated to a taste of “McCoy’s” which Sunday’s Child
provided samples throughout the evening. The Hummingbird Inn
Fine Arts in Rockbridge also co-sponsored Things Unique
Virginia Farm Bureau
the event. Thanks to Colleen Pendry and Insurance
her board for their support. It was a fun and entertaining evening with local WDBJ 7

legend, Steve Hoke providing music. Your Own Bin



" 1#$ $%
& I" 1#$ $ #%

BB&T

You can tell we want vour business.




