
 It is that time of year again.  Fall is around the corner, 
school is back in session and the Chamber is holding its 14th 
Annual Rockbridge Wine Festival on Saturday, September 6th at 
the Theater at Lime Kiln.  This year’s event is very similar to 
past years in many ways, but with some new twists.  We have a couple of new 
wineries and one new eating establishment this year.  We will also have 
representatives of “Rockbridge Grown” there to sell fresh, local products and to 
educate attendees about who they are and the benefits of eating fresh foods.  We 
will have music throughout the day with the Pop Rivets as our showcase band 
featured in the bowl throughout most of the afternoon.   

 Food will be for sale throughout the day.  The participating food vendors 
are full circle catering, Rockbridge Grown, Southern Inn and Virginia ‘Q.  
Participating wineries are Barboursville Vineyards, DelFosse Vineyards and 
Winery, Fincastle Vineyard & Winery, Horton Cellars Winery, Kluge Estate 
Winery & Vineyard, La Provencale Cellars, Lexington Valley Vineyard, 
Peaks of Otter Winery & Orchards, Rebec Vineyards, Rockbridge Vineyard, 
Spring Creek Wine Cellar, Villa Appalaccia Winery, West Wind Farm 
Vineyard & Winery and Wintergreen Winery.   
 The Chamber would like to thank all of our corporate and event sponsors 
who make this event possible.  Our corporate sponsors are Bank of Rockbridge, 
BASE-X Inc., BB&T Bank, Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital, Embarq 
and Washington & Lee University.  Our event sponsors are Baldwin Park 
Retirement Community, Bank of Botetourt, Charles W. Barger & Son 
Construction, Micron Bio-Systems, Nationwide/Huffman Insurance, Stellar 
One Corp., The Jefferson Florist & Garden, The Main Street Group and 
Totally Party Rental Service.  Our great thanks for their continued support. 

      The event will go on rain or shine.  We encourage car pooling for all who attend because 
parking is at a premium.  You can learn more by visiting our website at www.lexrockchamber.com.  Tickets 
are $15 in advance and $20 at the gate; designated driver tickets are $10.  Advance tickets will be on sale until 
Tuesday, September 2nd at the Chamber office.  Picture IDs are required at the gate. 

 Please plan on joining us Saturday, September 6th from noon until 5pm, for what we know will be an 
afternoon of good fun, food and music.  We hope to see you 
there!! 
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� We are pleased to announce two Business After Hours for the month of 
September to kick off the fall season.  Hampton Inn Col Alto in conjunction 
with WSET TV (Channel 13) will be our hosts on September 11th.  A week later 
we will be in Downtown Lexington at Sunday’s Child on September 18th.  Both 
BAH’s will run from 5:30pm until 7:30pm.  We hope you will be able to attend 
both.  

 The Chamber, in partnership with the Rockbridge Partnership and the 
Buena Vista Economic Development Department, is sponsoring a free workshop 
on Wednesday, September 17th, 8:30am-noon, at the Hampton Inn Col Alto.  The 
topics will include how to start and operate a business, growing your business/
marketing strategy and financing resources.  The “Entrepreneur Express” is a 
series of workshops offered throughout Virginia that provides interactive 
discussions and exercises 

covering key elements of business practices.  David Fuller 
of the Virginia Department of Business Assistance has been 
instrumental in putting the program together.  He and others 
from various state agencies will lead the workshop.  If you 
would like to attend either contact Sherrie at the Chamber 
office or call (804) 371-8131.  We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity.  
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 The Chamber’s informational leadership program is gearing up to begin later this fall.  We will have a 
kickoff orientation at the Chamber office on Wednesday, October 1st.  The program begins in earnest on October 8th 
and will run seven concurrent weeks ending November 19th.  Each session runs from 5:30-
8:00pm with dinner and breaks during the evening.  Sessions will be held at the Holiday Inn 
Express during the month of October and Hampton Inn Col Alto for the remaining three 
sessions in November.  We still hope to hold the class to a maximum of 15 people.  The cost is  
$200 per participant. 

 The intent of the program is to help develop and educate potential leaders and civic-
minded citizens about business, local government, the quality of life we enjoy and what makes 
our community what it is.  The goal is to provide emerging leaders with knowledge, tools and 
contacts to enhance their business relationships and involvement in community service.  The 
program will not only benefit newcomers to the area but anyone who would like to learn more 
about our community, how it runs and who makes it happen. 

 The Chamber thanks the committee, Elaine Nelson, Marlene Cooper and Joyce Constant, for all of their 
work in helping prepare this year’s program.  We have a wonderful line-up of local officials and citizens who are 
giving of their time and talent to make sure this program is beneficial to all participants. 

 If you would like to attend please contact Sherrie at the Chamber office.  Information and applications are 
available online at www.lexrockchamber.com.   
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Committee Dates  
Board of Directors 

Tues., Sept. 9, Office  4:00pm 
Executive 

Thurs., Sept. 4, Office  8:30am 
Government Relations 

Tues., Sept. 9, Office  8:30am 
Strategic Planning 

Tues., Sept. 16, Office  8:30am 
Quality of Life 

Fri., Sept. 19, Office 10:00am 
Membership 

Wed., Sept. 17,Office  4:15pm 
Hospitality 

Tues., Sept. 16, Office  9:30am 
Retail Promotions 

Tues., Sept. 16, Office 5:30pm 
Lex. Business Development 
Tues., Sept. 2, Office  8:30am 

BV Retail Development 
Wed., Sept. 17, TBD  8:30am 
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 During the past year the Chamber has been actively exploring and promoting various 
programs and venues for the membership to better promote/market themselves.  We believe that no 
program can be more effective for all of our members than the Chamber Membership Services 
Program.  We began discussing this program late last year and over the past several months, have 
earnestly been working to bring it come to fruition.   

 Many of you have indicated your desire to participate, but we would like to hear from many 
more before we go public with it later this fall.  When we say “go public” we intend to support the 
program the way we initially talked about it:  with full support and advertising in local newspapers, 
radio and on the web.  It will also be supported when you distribute the Chamber Benefits Card to 
your employees and educate them on what the card means:  that the employee is a valued member of 
the community and as an employee of a Chamber business can reap benefits from other Chamber 
members.  When you encourage them to take advantage of the program, you will benefit your 
business.  First you have to be player, by telling us what you would like to do (discount, service or 
incentive) to promote your business.  Second, the Chamber’s role, is to market it, as stated above, to 
the community.  Third, you and your employees will reap the rewards of the generosity of your other 
Chamber members.  Included on the next page of this newsletter is a participation form that we 
encourage you to fill out and return to us as soon as possible.  Please fax the form to us at (540) 463-
3567.  You can also contact any Chamber staff person and we will be glad to assist you. 

 We ask that you also remember the other Chamber marketing 
opportunities that are available and that you participate.  You can 
become a part of these at anytime, just let us know.   

 The YippeeO program is growing strong 
and promises to be even bigger this fall with the 
return of the area student population.  Representatives from YippeeO will be 
around to sign up as many students as possible, because students are one 
demographic group who shop online on a more regular basis.  So if you have not 
signed up we encourage you to contact the office and we will have a 
representative help you build your free website.  The potential could be truly 
amazing. 

 We would also like to remind members that there are three opportunities 
to advertise your business on the kiosks at the Virginia Horse Center, 
Washington & Lee University and Buena Vista.  This summer the Buena Vista 
kiosk has been at Glen Maury Park but this winter it will move to the Southern 
Virginia University campus.  There have been some “mechanical” glitches with 
them but we hope most of the bugs have been worked out.  The hits on each are 
growing every month.  As we have said in the past, if the horse center attendees, 
the students, faculty, staff and parents of our area schools or Buena Vista visitors 
are your market you should seriously consider this as a marketing tool.  
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� Lisa has been incredibly busy this summer helping build new 
programs, rebuilding old ones and suggesting various marketing methods not 
previously tried here.  For those of you who receive, “And the Beat Goes 
On”, you are well aware of all the happenings in town this summer.  In this 
limited amount of space, we are just going to hit the highlights.   
 Friday Night Lights, a NEW program, began on Friday, August 1st and was quite successful for our 

“opening night event”.  It is one that has been talked about for a long time, 
where downtown merchants extend their hours on the first Friday of each 
month.  K.C. the Clown and Dee-oh-Gee were the entertainment for the 
“Dog Days of August” themed event.  Next month’s event will be Friday, 
September 5th and will have a “Back to School” theme. 
 Our merchants have expressed a great deal of interest in having us 
bring back an OLD program, Hello Lexington.  Thanks to Ann Spice and 
Lisa, the program will begin again in September.  We encourage all of 

those who are interested to contact Lisa. 
 The 4th of July festivities, including the Children’s Bike Parade and Chalk Up, were amazing successes 
again this year!  Our thanks to Jean Clark and staff, Lt. Bucky Miller and all of the Lexington Police Department 
for assistance on both events.  We would also like to thank Sherri Holland again for all of her work with the Chalk 
Up, a fundraiser for Hoofbeats.   
 Marketing the downtown, included everything from attending various Virginia Horse Center programs, 
handing out brochures and water (Thanks to Southern Inn) to meeting with various groups at W&L this summer to 
do the same with them.  Lisa has been very busy promoting the Chamber programs (Membership Card & YippeeO) 
to downtown merchants and demonstrating the ways they can benefit from these programs.  This summary just 
briefly touches on how busy she has been promoting and working for the downtown merchants.  I hope all will 
express their appreciation. 

* The 22nd Annual Mt. Music & Dance Festival in Glen Maury Park is scheduled for 
September 5 – 7th.  

 

* “Community Day” will be held on Friday, September 19th in Buena Vista featuring a 
Sidewalk Sale during the day and extended business hours. Klassic Kar Nutz will have a 
“Cruise In” from 6 PM to dusk featuring classic cars and trucks.  The evening will end 
with a free community movie shown on Magnolia Avenue with beverages and popcorn 
for sale.   

 
 

* The 8th Annual Nothin’ Fancy Bluegrass Festival will take place at Glen Maury Park on September 25 – 27th.  
Performing will be Rhonda Vincent, The Bluegrass Bros., Michelle Nixon, Nothin’ Fancy and more. 

 

* The 4th Annual Business Stroll will take place on Saturday, September 27th between 29th Street, Magnolia and 
Sycamore Avenues from 11am to 3pm.  The event is sponsored by the Chamber and Southern Virginia 
University to provide SVU students with an opportunity to meet the Buena Vista business community. 

 
 

* “Mountain Day” will take place on Saturday, October 11th  10:00 – 4:00 in downtown Buena Vista.  It is a 
celebration of the “Lost Arts” that has attracted thousands of people from all over.  There will be Arts & Crafts 
*  Skill Demonstrations *  Living History Interpreters *  Live Music & Entertainment *  Children’s Activities *  
Classic Car Show *  Storytelling *  Local History & Natural Heritage Informational Displays *  The Annual 
Duck Race, Hot Dog Eating Contest * Fun, Food & Much More.  The evening will end with a BBQ dinner at 
the firehouse and more live music.    
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 Thanks to all of the golfers and supporters 
who made this year’s “Golf Classic” a success on 
June 9th, especially to our Corporate Event sponsor, 
BASE-X, Inc.  Everyone who played seemed to 
enjoy themselves.  Congratulations to this year’s 
winners in each flight.  We hope you will want to 
join us again next year. 

 The Chamber would like to thank those who helped make this event the 
success it was:  to our corporate sponsors:  BB&T  Bank, Bank of Rockbridge, 
Base-X, Inc., Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital and Washington & Lee 
University for their continued support and to our event sponsors: Baldwin Park 
Retirement Community, Bank of Botetourt, Charles W. Barger & Son 
Construction, Nationwide/Huffman Insurance, Stellar One Corp. and The Main 
Street Group.    

 We also extend our thanks to all of our hole sponsors:  Adams Construction 
Company, Alex Macheras, Andre Studio Inc., Bank of Botetourt, Bank of 
Rockbridge, BARC Electric Cooperative, BASE-X, Inc., BB&T Bank, BB&T 
Barger Insurance, Bierer's Pharmacy, Blue Sky Appraisals, LLC, Bontex, Inc., 
Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital, Charles W. Barger & Son Construction, 
Commonwealth Environmental Associates, Inc., Commonwealth Mortgage 
Group Inc., CornerStone Bank, Dominion Lodging, Dominion Virginia Power, 
Donald's Electric & Refrigeration Service, Inc., Drs. Ellington & Pickral M.D., 
Edward Jones Investments, Embarq, ERA Premier Partners - Ann Carol Perry, 
Farm Credit, G. Willaker's Restaurant, George & Bob, Goad's Body Shop, Inc., 
Golden Living Center - Shenandoah Valley, Grand Home Furnishings, Hampton 
Inn-Col Alto, Hamric & Sheridan Jewelers, Harrison Funeral Home & 
Crematory, Heatex, House Mountain Inn, James Olive, James River Realty, 
Kappa Alpha Order, Kendal at Lexington, Kroger Company, Lee-Hi Truck 
Plaza, Lexington Electric & HVAC, LLC, Lexington Jewelers, Inc., Lexington 
Lions Club, Lexington Settlement Company, Mead Associates, Inc., Midland 
Trail Tire Co., Munters Des Champs Products, Nationwide/Huffman Insurance, 
Nationwide/Huffman Insurance - Finley Waddell, Natural Bridge of Virginia, 
North Fork Lumber Company, Pack and Mail, PreSeis Exploration Consultants, 
Inc., Professional Painting of Rockbridge, Raetz & Hawkins, PC, CPAs, 
RE/MAX Town & Country Real Estate, Red White & Blue Creative, RKM 
Enviroclean, Inc., Robert C. Hull, DDS, P.C., Rockbridge Auto Parts, Inc., 
Rockbridge Farmers Co-op, Inc., Rockbridge Interiors, Inc., Rockbridge Realty, 
S&S General Contractors, Inc., Sayre Enterprises, Sears Authorized Dealer 
Store, Shaner's Greenhouses, Inc., Shenandoah Attic, Shenandoah Hardwood 
Lumber Co., Simar Enterprises, Southern Inn Restaurant, Southern Virginia 
University, State Farm Mutual Insurance Co., Stellar One Corporation, Steven 
Grist, Stonewood, Inc., Swisher & Davis, CPAs, PLC, The Jefferson Florist & 
Garden, The News-Gazette, The Palms, The Potting Shed, Victorian Parlour, 
VMI Alumni Association, Inc., VMI Keydet Club Inc.,  Wachovia, Washington & 
Lee University, Welsh Construction, Woody Chevrolet and Your Own Bin, Inc. 
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� We would also like to thank and recognize those who gave door prizes:  
Alvin-Dennis, Alleghany Country Club, Applebee’s, Auburn Hills Golf Club, 
Bryce Resort, Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital, Castle Rock Park, 
Domino’s Pizza, Draper Valley Golf Club, Embarq, Edward Jones 
Investments, Fairfield Diner, Hanging Rock Golf Course, Hunting Hills 
Country Club, Lakeview, Massanutten Resort, Southern Inn Restaurant, 
Spencer Home Center, The Homestead, Waterfront Country Club, Westlake 
Golf & Country Club, Whiting/Rockbridge Oil Company  and Wolf Creek.   

 The Chamber would like to thank everyone at the Lexington Golf & 
Country Club for all of their help and service.  A special thanks to this year’s chair, 
Rick Cruze, for all of his work prior to and the day of the event and to Woody 
Chevrolet for their generous donation to our “closest to the hole” winner.  To our 
committee and volunteers, Jen Anderson, Karen Jackson and Charlotte Sibold, 
thanks for your efforts.  Again we thank you , all who participated and hope to see 
you again next June.   

 This summer, through the generosity of 
five members, we were able not only to see the 
diversity of our membership, but the scope, 
variety and geographic boundaries of it.   

 Our first BAH this summer was held at 
the home of Kelly Harris, where she graciously 
showed us the world of Etceteras.  Two weeks 
later we were the guests of Lime Kiln Theater and  
were treated to a performance, showcasing our 
local talent and also showing off the entire 
property of Lime Kiln.  This was one of the 
largest gatherings in recent memory. 

 In July, we visited a different world and 
were guests of the Rockbridge County Livestock 
Advisory Committee at the Rockbridge County 
Fair.  Chamber members were treated to great 
food and saw demonstrations of the hard work of many of our young people 
raising and selling livestock.  Our thanks to Margaret Ann Smith for inviting us 
and organizing the event.   

 In August, we experienced the geographic breadth of our membership 
by first going west and as being the guests of Firmstone Manor in Low Moor.  
Charles Towle and Barbara Jarocha were gracious hosts in opening up their bed 
and breakfast for all to see.  On the 21st, we travelled east and were the guests 
of Southern Virginia University where we saw the world as a present day 
student lives it.  Our thanks to Burke Olsen at SVU.  Again, thanks to all of our 
sponsors this summer.  Thank you for having us!!!   
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